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Foundation’s new initiative assists Penn Manor students, families in need
Making families Strong & Healthy

More STRONG on Page 5

First-graders in Casie Saxton’s Central Manor classroom enjoy their new 
books purchased with a Venture Grant.

Fall 2016

Literacy a major
focus of teacher 
Venture Grants

    Penn Manor Education Foundation 
has established a new initiative called 
“Strong & Healthy Families” that 
provides grants to assist members 
of our community facing financial, 
physical and emotional difficulties. 
   “Strong Grants” will support 
existing Penn Manor programs such 
as the Family Fund, Power Packs and 
Aevidum and new initiatives to help 
students pay academic fees for college 
admissions and testing and offset 
the cost of uniforms and supplies for 
specialized career training programs. 
   Grants also will support efforts to 
improve literacy, increase affordable 
housing options and provide mental 
health awareness and training.
    The first grant, totaling, $5,000, 
provided uniforms and supplies for 

21 Penn Manor High School students 
enrolled in Career & Technology 
Center programs. Uniforms and 
supplies can cost hundreds of dollars, 
and the expense was an obstacle for 
some Penn Manor families.
    “This is the fourth year that the 
Penn Manor Family Fund has been 

providing financial assistance for 
students attending CTC programs, 
and each year, the number of 
students requesting assistance and 
the amount of assistance given has 
increased,” said Deb Meckley, a Penn 
Manor social worker who oversees the 

PMEF Strong Grants will help pay for ...
•	 Penn Manor Family Fund 
household/personal supplies

•	 Housing, utility and food 
assistance for families in need

•	 SAT/AP/ACT test fees for 
students

•	 Uniforms and materials for 
Career & Technology students

•	 College application fees
•	 Mental health assistance and 
screenings

•	 Literacy program materials

    Laptops and computer tablets 
equipped with cutting-edge software 
are transforming modern classrooms, 
but sometimes, all a student needs to 
become engaged is a good book or 
magazine.
    Penn Manor teachers haven’t 
forgotten about that, and several of 
them are providing engaging new 
reading materials for their students 
with help from Penn Manor Education 
Foundation.
    Students at Conestoga, Central Manor 
and Hambright elementary schools and 
Penn Manor High School have benefitted 
from new books and magazines, and 
Marticville Middle School used a grant 
to purchase copies of “Storm Watcher” 

for every student in the school.    
   All were purchased with Foundation 
Venture Grants to improve students’ 
literacy skills.
     At Penn Manor High School, the 
library added five new series of manga/
graphic novel texts, which appeal to 

many students who have a difficult 
time reading traditional books.  
French teacher Maureen Klingaman 
added French-language editions of 
“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea” to her 
students’ reading materials, and social 

More LITERACY on Page 3
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Dianne Smith

     The Penn Manor Education 
Foundation is pleased to welcome 
Dianne Funk Smith, a true Penn 
Manor family member, to the board of 
directors.  
    Dianne comes to us after a casual 
conversation at the recent PMEF 
Retiree Breakfast with another board 
member about wanting to “give back” 
to the community during retirement. 
Dianne was invited to join the board, 
and she happily accepted.
    Dianne is well known to many as the 
secretary at Central Manor Elementary 
School, a job she held for 34 years until 
her retirement last year. 
    She has spent her whole life in 
the Penn Manor community. After 
graduating from Penn Manor High 
School in 1972, she married her high 
school sweetheart, Barry Smith. They 
had three children, Kelly, Casey and 
Kevin, all of whom graduated from 
Penn Manor. Their seven grandchildren 
also graduated from, still attend or will 
attend Penn Manor schools. 
     A tragic automobile accident 

took the life of Kevin in 2007. His 
passing inspired the Smiths’ personal 
connection with the Education 
Foundation through a scholarship 
established in his memory. The Kevin 
B. Smith Memorial Award is intended 
for, but not limited to, a Penn Manor 
graduate whose goal is to work in a 
trade.  
    Dianne says her desire to give back 
to the community is all about people 
and relationships, and she wants PMEF 
scholarship recipients to know that the 
awards are named after people who 
were very important in the lives of 
others.
    Now that Dianne and Barry are both 
retired, they’re enjoying their free time. 
    The Smiths can spend extra time at 
the beach in Ocean City, New Jersey, 
or at the cabin in Juniata County. 
They can babysit the “grands” and the 
“greats” when needed. And they can 
volunteer more at their church, Central 
Manor Church of God. 
     As the school secretary at Central 
Manor, Dianne witnessed firsthand the 
benefits of the Venture Grants awarded 
to teachers and how money donated 
to PMEF comes directly back to the 
classrooms. 
    On the Foundation board, Dianne 

has volunteered to co-chair two 
committees: Scholarship, with Paula 
Howard; and Strong & Healthy 
Families, with Nicki Nafziger. Both of 
these committees fulfill Dianne’s desire 
to make her volunteer work personal. 
    Dianne Smith is eager to contribute 
what she can to the Foundation’s effort 
to make things better for Penn Manor 
students and families.
   Welcome, Dianne!

Smith brings wealth of knowledge to board
 Lifelong PM community
 member was secretary    
 at Central Manor School

Don Martin, upper right, with his wife, 
Sue, and family.

   After 18-plus years as a member of 
the board of directors, Don Martin has 
stepped down from the Penn Manor 
Education Foundation after generously 
giving of his time and financial support 
to our Penn Manor community.
   Don was the last of PMEF’s founding 
members to serve on the board since 
the Foundation began in 1997. He is 
credited with starting and chairing the 
Annual Fundraising Dinner, which over 
the past 15 years has raised more than 
$200,000. 
     While serving as PMEF board 
president, Don oversaw the successful 
kickoff of the $1 million Founding 
Friends Named Endowment program 
and was instrumental in securing several 
endowments. He and his family also 
provide for an annual scholarship to a 
deserving high school senior.  
    A 1972 graduate of Penn Manor, Don 

and his wife Sue (also a ’72 Penn Manor 
grad) have three children — twins Adam 
and Katie, age 34, and daughter Laura, 
30, married to Derek Nord — and a 
granddaughter, Harley
    PMEF thanks Don for his longtime 
commitment and generosity.

Thanks, Don, for your
many years of service

studies teacher Cynthia Lonergan purchased 
subscriptions to current events magazines. 
    Grants also paid for magazine subscriptions 
at Central Manor and Conestoga elementary 
schools.
    “The Venture Grant was awesome,” said 
teacher Heather Piatt, who was able to provide 
Time for Kids magazines for the entire Central 
Manor fourth grade. “The students loved the 
high-interest current event stories and were able 
to make so many real-life connections.”
    Hambright Elementary teacher Brandy Smith 
used her grant to buy sets of nonfiction books to 
supplement the new science and social studies 
curriculum for third-graders.
    “We read one about bees last May that talks 
about how important bees are to the food 
supply,” she recalled. “One of my students was 
so inspired she went home and made ‘Save the 
Bees’ signs for the windows of her house and 
front yard.”
      In all, a dozen Venture Grants totaling more 
than $6,000 helped place more reading materials 
into students’ hands.

Literacy
CONTINUED from Page 1



Scholarship/Award	 				    Recipient		  Intended College
Rachel E. Miller Memorial Scholarship			   Alysha Beighley		  Millersville University
Jerry Darrenkamp Memorial Scholarship	    		  Ryan Atkinson		  Kutztown University
Betty Doan Memorial Scholarship				    Melissa Upton	                 York College
Rintz Family Foundation  Principal’s Scholarship		  Kiana Colon		  Bridgewater College
Rintz Family Foundation Principal’s Scholarship		  Daniel Wolf		    
Brereton Manor Scholarship				    Adeline Porter		  Temple University
Mrs. Abner Houseknecht Memorial Scholarship	    	 Cheyanne Ditzler		 Delaware Valley University
Mrs. Abner Houseknecht Memorial Scholarship	     	 Taylor Forbes		  Messiah College
Mrs. Abner Houseknecht Memorial Scholarship	     	 Bridget Glessner		  University of Pittsburgh
Mrs. Abner Houseknecht Memorial Scholarship	     	 Tory Rittenhouse		 Millersville University
Mrs. Abner Houseknecht Memorial Scholarship	    	 Hannah Whalen	                 Kutztown University
Mrs. Abner Houseknecht Memorial Scholarship	    	 Angela Wood 	                 Penn State University
Christine A. Weidinger Memorial Scholarship		  Claire Molitoris	                 Penn State University
PMAA Dr. D. L. Biemesderfer Award (valedictorian)		  Evan Toomey	  	 Penn State University
PMAA Mary Klemmer Award (salutatorian)			  John Zimmerman	 University of Alabama	
William H. Duncan Jr. Memorial Scholarship		  Kelsey Carr	  	 Millersville University
Donald Wade Woodward Memorial Scholarship		  Carter Kinser		  Millersville University
Hans H. Haverstick Scholarship				    Ryan Gaukler	                 Stevenson University
Shellenberger-Hosler Scholarship				    Brianna Hornberger 	 Millersville University
Abram W. Sangrey Memorial Scholarship			   Leah Williamson  	 Messiah College
Donald & Susan Martin Family ‘Pay It Forward’ Scholarship	 Danielle Shaub	     	 Drexel University
Capt. Ed Davis Memorial Award				    William Forrey		  Gettysburg College
John R. Milliman Scholarship				    Emily Thyrum      	 Penn State University
Dorothy Dart Milliman Scholarship				   Adeline Porter	                 Temple University
Lloyd & Ann Boyd Scholarship				    Jack Whalen		  Philadelphia University
Student Services Award					     Dustin Schneider  	 Millersville University
PMAA Luella Mellinger Scholarship			   Ashlee Weaver		  Millersville University
Stella Caldwell Memorial Scholarship                                	 Brianna Hornberger	 Millersville University
Kim Wells Scholarship					     Cecelia Minnick		  Penn State University
Kim Wells Scholarship					     John Zimmerman	 University of Alabama
Dr. Jan Mindish Scholarship			                   Marleigh Bickel		  University of Pittsburgh
Dr. Jan Mindish Scholarship				    Julianna Cox            	 Penn State University
Dr. Jan Mindish Scholarship				    Justine Green		  Temple University
Jere Hoin Scholarship					     Emily Mader		  Millersville University
Christopher Johnson Memorial Scholarship		                  Cameron Steele		  Elizabethtown University
Donald Pollock Scholarship				    Olivia Hertzler                     Penn State University
Patricia A. Texter Scholarship				    Jacqueline Houser                Harrisburg Area CC
Kevin B. Smith Memorial Award				    Breanne Swartzentruver	 Towson University
Marsha Frerichs Scholarsip 				    Alex Miller                            Penn State University
Millersville Business Association Scholarship			  Lydia Ostrowski	                 Millersville University
Millersville Business Association Scholarship			  John Kyle		  Millersville University
Mario-Angelo Russo Memorial Scholarship			   Luke Richardson	                 Southwestern Community College
Molly Curtis Memorial Scholarship		      		  Samantha Dempsey	 Susquehanna University
Olga P. Harvie Memorial Scholarship	                    	 Claire Molitoris		  Penn State University
Joan Pollack Scholarship	                    			   Tierra Greenawalt                Elizabethtown College
Jack & Joanne Herr Scholarship				    Michael DiStefano               Thaddeus Stevens College
Karen Shenk Memorial Scholarship				   Caitlyn Flint		  Millersville University
Dennis R. Herr Memorial Scholarship			   Michael DiStefano	 Thaddeus Stevens College
PMEF Scholarship	               		                Nicholas Adams / Megan Crouse	 Penn State / Auburn University
PMEF Scholarship		                                Justin Henson / Maura Leichliter    	 Penn State / New York University
PMEF Scholarship					     Jennifer Matthews	 Millersville University

     Penn Manor Education Foundation awarded more than $60,000 in scholarships to the Penn Manor 
High School Class of 2016 in May. Many thanks to the individuals, families and community organizations 
that funded the majority of theses awards. Over the years, the Foundation has given nearly $600,000 in 
scholarships and awards to deserving Penn Manor students.

2016 PMEF Scholarship/Award Recipients
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Join us for an Extraordinary Give Happy Hour at Spring House 
    Penn Manor Education Foundation 
is participating in the Extraordinary 
Give, a 24-hour online fundraising 
marathon, on Friday, November 18.
    Last year, 
our generous 
donors 
contributed 
more than 
$6,700 to the 
Foundation during this day-long 
event – an increase of $1,600 over our 
inaugural year! 
    This year, we will be holding an 

Extra Give Happy Hour at Spring 
House Brewing, 209 Hazel St., 
Lancaster, from 5 to 7 p.m. November 
18. Participants can make a donation 
on the spot while enjoying some great 
locally crafted beer and food. 
     A $25 contribution can fund library 
materials to inspire young learners; 
a $100 gift can help fund a Strong & 
Healthy Families grant; a $500 gift can 
pay for a scholarship for a graduating 
Penn Manor senior. 
    In addition to accepting donations 
from individuals, PMEF will be eligible 

for a share of $300,000 in incentive 
prizes offered to participating Extra 
Give organizations. 
    So join the fun November 18 
and help make a difference in our 
community by participating in the 
2016 Extraordinary Give! 
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Family Fund.
   Helping students obtain 
marketable skills through 
the CTC “is a very effective 
strategy in breaking the cycle 
of poverty for economically 
disadvantaged students,” 
Meckley said.
    The Family Fund also 
assists students and families in 
other ways by providing gift 
cards for food and gas, rent 
assistance, heat and electricity 
assistance, credit recovery 
courses for high school 
students, graduation gowns 
and clothing.
    The Strong & Healthy 
initiative was seeded with 
a $25,000 contribution 
from PMEF and additional 
donations of about $12,000.
   The program is in response 
to the increasing needs of 
families in the Penn Manor 
community, where more than 
40 percent of all students now 
qualify for free or reduced-
price lunches. 
   The PMEF board will review 
proposals submitted for Strong 
Grants to determine which 
receive funding. The board 
also will be able to respond 
to immediate needs that may 
arise in the community. 
    Penn Manor community 
members can support Strong 
& Healthy Families by 
contributing to the PMEF 
general fund.
   We are proud to add this new 
initiative!

Mother Nature provided ideal conditions for the June 14 PMEF Golf Scramble.

    The Penn Manor community has 
truly gone “above and beyond” this year 
in supporting Penn Manor Education 
Foundation.
    Our annual dinner and employee 
payroll contribution programs raised a 
combined $40,000, setting new records, 
and our generous PMEF Golf Scramble 
sponsors and patrons contributed nearly 
$10,000 in support of our programs. 
    In addition, our outreach to community 
members and retirees has netted nearly 
$36,000, a number that is still growing.
    “These record giving amounts are 
humbling to a small community-based 
organization,” said Anne Kinderwater 
Carroll, PMEF executive director. 
    “As we enter our 20th year as an 
established 501(c)3 organization, we 
continue to strengthen community 
outreach and tell our Penn Manor story 
— and yours!” 
    “We thank you for helping the 
Foundation expand its efforts to fulfill 
our pledge to provide rich opportunities 
for Penn Manor students and secure a 
better community for everyone.”

Supporters contributed a record amount at 
PMEF’s Annual Dinner Sept. 18.

Retirees enjoy the annual breakfast, held May 
3 in the high school cafeteria.

Tremendous community support
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Robert & Vivian Abel
Amy Adair
Janice Adams
Tricia Adams
Walt & Sue Ali
Melanie Allen
Gerald & Katherine Ames
James & Lee Amigh
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Mark Andrew
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Kathleen Ashworth
Norma Aston
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Steven DiGuiseppe
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Ernest & Donna Doerschuk
Charles & Sharon Doolittle
Patricia Donnelly
Melissa Douts
Debra Drexel
Jeffrey & JoLynn Drexel
G.V. & Doris Dunkle
Erick Dutchess
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Gordon Eck
Marion Ecker
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Dana Edwards
Jerry Egan
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Jen Ennis
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Eric Eshleman
James & Marie Eshleman
Jeff Eshleman
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Tara Etzweiler
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Mary Kay Fair
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Novelda Ferguson
Kim Finkbiner
Raymond & Nancy Fischer
David & Janice Fisher
Jenna Fisher
Anne Flinchbaugh & Paul   
   Richey
Darlene Ford
Joseph & Barbara Forrey
Julianne Foulk
Mike Fowler
Edward & C. Jeanne Fox
Richard Frerichs
Kim Frey
Ruth Frey
Stuart & Johnna Friedman
Konrad Fritz
Joseph & Rebecca Fullerton
Donald Funk
Wendell Funk
Phil Gale
Angie Galgon
Larisa Garpstas
Kyra Garling
Kim Garvey
Jaime Gehres
Frank & Joyce Geist
L. Thomas & Valerie Gemmill
A. Lorien Gilbert
Karen Gingerich
Alyssa Girvin
Catherine Glass
Patty Glasser
Grace Glatfelter
Ruth Glick
Diane Glock-Cornman
Debra Goodhart
Edward & Judy Goodhart
Thomas Goodman
Kenneth & Beverly Goss
Lori Graham
Verna Graver
Kathleen Grenier
Jessie Griest
Kelley Groff
Ann Grosh
Keith & Becky Gross
Danielle Gwyn
H. Scott & Linda Hable
Kenneth Hackman
Karen Hallett
Sue Hamer
Christine Harman
Jon & Joyce Hanner
Carl & Jody Hanson
Mark & Denise Harris
Erika Hartz
Christine Harzinski

Scott & Barbara Haverstick
Theresa Hay
Ann Hayes
James & Barbara Hearn
Patricia Heffner
Jeff Heiney
Courtney Heiser
Lisa Heisler
Richard Hellstern
Alex & Molly Henderson
Jodi Henderson
Michelle Henry
Joseph & Janice Herman
Stephanie Herman
Alta Herr
C. Willis & Martha Herr
Deborah Herr
Earl M. & Gladys Herr
Joan Herr
Marion Herr
Paul Robert Herr
Elizabeth Hershey
John & Sandra Hess
Jonathan & Monica Hess
Jonathan Hess
Laura Heverling
Richard & Joyce Hibshman
Jeffrey Himes
Leslie & Cheryl Hogg
Emily Hohenwarter
Elizabeth Hoin
Philip Holzinger
Jim Horner
Lisa Horst
Katherine Houck
Donald & Paula Howard
Steven Huber
B. Suter & Patricia Hudson
P. William & Jeri-Ann 
   Hutchinson
Glenn & Mary Iback
Tammee Iddings
Dorothy Imel
Dell Jackson
Dessie Jackson
Ronald & Caroline James
Dawn Janssen
Robin Jeffers
Andrew Johnson
Dean & Kathy Johnson
Dennis & Gwen Johnson
Tanya Johnson
Chris Johnston
Tim Joyce
Kim Juba
Kay Kane
Elizabeth Kaplan
Barry Kauffman
Scott Keddie
Harold Keeport
Kristina Kenna

Donor Recognition
Thank you for your recent contributions!



John & Lorraine Kennedy
Peter & Leni Kerekgyarto
Terry & Zoa Kile
Christine Kinderwater
Connie Kinser
Jeremy & Antonella Kirchner
David & Tresa Kirk
Jeffrey & Katherine Kirk
Patrick & Laura Kline
Theresa Kline
Jessica Klube
Helen Koken-Seiss
John & Cari Krause
David & Diane Kreider
Theresa Kreider
Jennifer Kroesen
Douglas & Shelly Kyle
Margaret Kyper
James & Alice Lafferty
Gregory & Terri Landis
Donna Lapham
Nadine Leaman
Marie Lefever
Jeffrey & Leslie Lehman
Todd & Marian Lehman
Michael & Mary Edith 
   Leichliter
Carin Leisure
Robert & Janet Lenahan
Wendy Letavic
Ken & Heidi Long
Raymond & Karen Long
Cynthia Lonergan
Daniel & Beverly 
   Longenecker
Lori Longenecker
Gerald & Rhonda Lord
Jennifer Loreto
Lee Lovett
Katharine Lutz
Page Lutz
Jeffrey & Margaret Lyon
Shannon Madara
Beth Mader
Brian Malek
Mike & Heather Maillis
Douglas Maine
Joan Manchak
John & Gwynneth Mann
Francis & Joy Manning
Beth Mansh
Kimberly Marsh
Donald & Sue Martin
Elizabeth Martin
Lee & Naomi Martin II
Wayne Martin
Sara Masten
Emily Mattern
Trevor Mattern
Lisa May
Lisa Mayo
Richard & Elaine Mazzur
Margaret McKain
Angela McKillips
Sarah McKinney
Christine McKnight
Erika McLaughlin
Melissa McMichael
Carly McPherson
J.L. & Bonnie McSherry

Todd & Melissa Mealy
Deb Meckley
Joyce Meley
Barry Miller
D.A. & Kathleen Miller
Jacqueline Miller
Megan Miller
Molly Miller
Janice Mindish
Melissa Mintzer
Beth Mitchell
Gail Monteleone
Kim Moore
Don & Gail Mowery
Jenna Moyer
Tammy Moyer & 
   Joseph Shiffer
Melissa Mulder
Roger & Robin Mummert
Margaret Murr
Shirley Murray
Jeanine Murry
Daniel Myers
Jane Myers
Mark & Jane Myers
Richard Myers
Nancy Nadig
James & Heidi Neff
Ginny Neiss
Jeremy Nesmith
Edward & Kathleen  
   Neuman Jr.
Rae Newhouse
Amy Niemkiewicz
Theresa Nimo
Mike Nitroy
Pam Noll
Jamie O’Brien
Patrice O’Brien
Janet Ochs
Cece O’Day
David Ober
Larry & Karen Oesch
Dave Ohl
Matthew & Nancy Olcott
Rachel Olcott
Robert Olcott Jr.
Lindamarie Olsen
Todd & Elize Olson
Lori Orihuel
Brian Osmolinski
Melissa Ostrowski
Doris Otto
David & Carol Paitsel
Patricia Paparo
Megan Peart
Heather Piatt
Erik Polaski
Ellen Pollock
Joan Pollock
Benjamin Pongracz
Megan Quinn
Matthew Rayha
Barbara Rathbone-Frank
Charlie & Teresa Reisinger Jr.
Joseph & Karen Revelt
Gary Reynolds
Cindy Rhoades
Harold & Dora Rhodes
Randy & Elaine Rineer

Melany Rios
Carlton & Cathy Rintz
Edward & Madelyn Ritz
Danielle Rogers
Robert & Linda Rogers
Larry & Margie Rohm
John Rohrer Jr.
Tammy Rote
Mindy Rottmund
P. Dudley Rowe
Kathy Rowley
Dominic Russo
Judith Rutt
Dean & Dee Sangrey
Dwight & Karla Sangrey
Dawn Sangrey
Kara Sangrey
Larry & Kathryn W. Sangrey
Charles & Linda Sauer
Casie Saxton
Peggy Schlegelmilch
Todd & Leslie Schlemmer
Kirk Schlotzhauer
Eugene & Sherilyn Schock
LaVera Schrag
Bradley Seiger
Thomas & Tracy Seiger
Michele Semple
Leslie & Cheryl Shaffer
Brian & Michelle Shaub
Dani Shaub
Don & Carol Shellenberger
Patricia Shoff
Roly & Patti Shover
Bradley Showalter
Ralph & Linda Simpson
Michael & Kathleen Sitler
Stephen & Catherine Skrocki
Megan Slates
Barry & Dianne Smith
Brandy Smith
Christine & Tim Smith 
Jack Smith
Wayne & Shirley Smith
J. William & Ethel Snavely
Marian Snavely
Curt Snelbaker
John & Barbara Snyder
Colleen Sohl
Matthew Soto
Patricia & Michael Sourbeer
Bill Southward
Julie Spangler
Kelly Sproul
Doris Stark
Jared Staub
Samuel & Margaret Stayer
Candy Steiner
Charles & Linda Stekervetz
Laura Stephan
Rose Stetler
Donald & Nancy Stewart
Cynthia Stoner
Sarah Stover
Christopher & Erika Straub
Ashley Stringer
Samantha Strosser
Streeter & Vicky Stuart
Jennifer Sugra
John Sullivan
Lisa Suydam

Jodi Swartz-Rankin
Mark & Veronica Swayne
Megan Szentesy
Jeffrey Taylor
Noel & Valerie Taylor
Chris Telesco
John Tercha
Kyle Texter
Jeffrey & Amy Lynn Thomas
Jonathan & Eileen Thomas
Edward & Gail Thomson
Ryan & Megan Tomsheck
Christopher & Michele 
    Transue
Johanna Treier
Gail Ulmer
Royal & Susan Unzicker
Jackson Underkoffler
Vickie Usciak
Eric Urban
Diane Vickers
Casey Smith Vinson
Maria Vita
Carol Vogt
Beth Wagner
Michelle Wagner
Sally Wagner
Thomas Wainman Jr.
Samuel & Patricia Walker
Daniel & Amy Wall
Brian & Susan Wallace
Charles & Dolores Warfel
Eric & Jerissa Warfel
Nigel & Elizabeth Warner
Glenn & D Anne Weaver
Catherine Weaver
Leroy Weaver
Ken Webster
Kaca Wee
Steve Weidner
Nancy Weiss
Kim Wells
Barbara Nichols Wende
Veronika Wenger
John & Linda Wentzel
Donna Wert
James and Gail White
Janet White
Amy Wiggins
James & Katherine Wild
Drew Wilson
Tara Wilson
Jennifer & Clifford Winters
Randall & Dannell Wissler
Alison Witmer
Daniel Witmer
William & Ruth Wood
Jeffrey & Lori Woodward
Joyce Wright
Ralph & Junko Wright
Bill Yarnell
Patricia Yates
Brian and Renee Yoder
Dwight Yoder
Julie Yoder
Cheryl Youtz
John & Sue Ann Yuska
Catherine Zalit
William Zapata
Melissa Zongolowicz
Maribeth Zurn
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Grant funds ‘maker spaces’ for elementary students
   All Penn Manor elementary 
schools have a recess period 
each day when students can 
exercise their bodies. Now, 
students have a period for 
exercising their brains, as well.
    The district’s seven 
elementary schools have 
transformed their libraries 
into “maker spaces” to foster 
exploration, creativity and 
collaboration during Flex 
period, which occurs once 
every four days.  
       

  Students in grades one 
through six work with their 
peers in small groups to build 
gravity mazes, magnetic 
towers, solar race cars and 
battery-powered copters, 
alarms, radios and other 
devices linked with circuits. 
   There is no set curriculum, 
and students are encouraged to 
experiment and take chances.
    The age-appropriate 
materials, purchased with 
a $3,100 grant from PMEF, 
are designed to help students 
develop fine motor skills and 
spatial reasoning. Flex also 
introduces students to science, 
technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) concepts. 
   “The goal is to provide 
students with opportunities to 
explore their interests and try 
something new,” said Dr. Jerry 
Egan, assistant superintendent 
for elementary education.
    The maker space Flex 
period has been a big hit with 
students.

Letort Elementary students, above and below left, connect 
circuits to create battery-powered devices and build magnetic 
towers during Flex period.

Focus is on creativity, collaboration and STEM
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